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UTAH LAKE COMMISSION: GOALS

1. Foster communication and coordination between Commission members

2. Promote resource utilization and protection

3. Maintain and develop recreation access

4. Monitor and promote responsible economic development

5. Encourage and promote multiple uses of the lake



UTAH LAKE MAJOR 

ISSUES & SOLUTIONS

 Algae

 Nutrient Loading 

(Eutrophication) 

 Phragmites

 Water Safety

 Visitation: Improving 

Access / Experience



UTAH LAKE WATER QUALITY STUDY

 4-5 Year Intensive Study

 10 Member Science Panel (Top Water Scientists from Utah and across the US

 16 Member Steering Committee (Representing Interests around the Valley)

 Determine the nutrient load that Utah Lake can receive while maintaining a 

healthy ecosystem and supporting the lake’s three beneficial uses: 

 Recreation

 Aquatic Life

 Agriculture



FY2021 Shoreline Restoration 
Work Completed

Aerial Treatment of Phragmites: 
3210 Acres

Total Treatments: 5168 
Acres

Total Investment: $458K



PHRAGMITES – SUCCESS OVER TIME

BEFORE AND AFTER’S – NORTHPOINT TRANSFER STATION



WALKARA WAY1st 50-Acres – fenced and 
being grazed

Bird Tower #1 – nested 
with chicks!!



VINEYARD CITY CENTER

SHORELINE



SARATOGA SPRINGS CITY MARINA
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COMMUNICATION & EDUCATION

 Social Media Outreach 

 Podcast 

 Blog

 E-newsletter 

 Website

 Community Presentations 

 Stakeholder Communication 

Coordination
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

 Utah Lake Festival 

 Utah Lake 4th Grade Field Trips 

 Photo & Video Contests 

 Kids Paddle board camp 

 Utah Lake Scavenger Hunt

 Utah Lake Life Jacket Drive

 Winter ‘Fishfest’
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VOLUNTEERISM

 Adopt-a-shoreline Program

 June 2020 – 26/27 access points adopted

 June 2021 - 42/45 areas adopted

 82 cleanups

 336 hours of service

 Supporting ULC community events

 168 volunteers this year

 Individual program support volunteers

 Day-to-day outreach work
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2021 UTAH LAKE 

REGATTA





POTENTIAL COSTS TO RESTORE AND ENHANCE UTAH LAKE

 Wastewater System Upgrades to effluent 

waters entering Utah Lake: 

 Wetland Restoration in Provo Bay

 Phragmites Removal

 Dredging

 Re-establishment of aquatic vegetation

 Conservation Easements 

 Agricultural irrigation improvements

 Trail Building 

 Access Enhancements

$100M+

$2M

$5M+

$2-3B

$15M

$20M

$100M+

$50M

$25M

Total: $3.3B 



POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF A SWITCH TO THE UTAH LAKE AUTHORITY: 

 As noted above the ULC represented just over 

1% of the funding that contributed to Utah 

Lake enhancements, or just 3% of the State’s 

$9.8M appropriation

 As an Authority, with a reasonable ongoing revenue 

source, much needed improvements like the ones 

funded this year could be master planned and 

effectively implemented over time. 

 Ongoing revenue provides much needed matching 

$’s for local, state and federal grants  

 Utah Lake is the 3rd Largest Freshwater Lake 

west of the Mississippi 

 The Utah Lake Authority could focus much needed 

State level attention on this incredible state asset   

 Changes on a waterbody this size take real 

investments

 Robust coordination with adjacent lakeshore 

municipalities would create a lake living brand 

that could be a huge boost to the regional and 

state economy

 Utah County is slated to nearly triple by 2065

 It will take dedicated resources to maintain and 

then improve the overall value of Utah Lake 

with the population projections

 Utah Lake has huge recreation potential 

 Utah Lake is a critical hub in the watershed

 As lakes degrade, they become more and more 

difficult to recover. 

 ULA can provide the funding mechanism and 

governance structure to prevent further degradation 

and achieve long term improvements.    



Eric Ellis – Executive Director

Utah Lake Commission

eric@utahlakecommission.org
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